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Lawyers dubious about new ID card 

By MARIA MCCLINTOCK , SUN OTTAWA BUREAU 

OTTAWA --  There is little evidence to show that the security of Canadians would be better protected with a national ID card, the Canadian Bar Association argued yesterday. 

The CBA, which represents 38,000 lawyers across Canada, told the Commons citizenship and immigration committee such a card violates individual privacy rights, and the government has yet to prove it's done its homework on the idea. 

"There have been suggestions that a national identity card will address identity theft and enhance security," said Wendy Danson, vice-chair of the CBA's citizenship and immigration law section. 

"No analysis has been provided about the specific impact a national identity card can be expected to have on either of these problems, nor why (the card) is the preferred solution over other potential solutions." 

Danson said one of the "alarming" things about the card is that its possible uses are "infinite." 

"It is entirely likely that a national identity card could suffer from the same 'function creep' as we have seen with our social insurance numbers," Danson said. 

Canadian Alliance MP Diane Ablonczy said the committee has heard a lot of negative testimony about the card. 

"For (the CBA) to be completely offside with this initiative and extremely negative and concerned and sounding strong warnings about this is very unusual and very significant," Ablonczy said. 

The CBA's report comes after Canada's interim privacy watchdog, Robert Marleau, recommended to flat-out reject the idea of a national ID card. Marleau also estimated the startup costs to the federal government to be between $3 and $5 billion.
